28 CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, Monday, March 24, 1926

New joint custody law puts
child first

PERSONAL VIEW

By Jeffery M.

Leving
he Mew Mlincis Jont Castody Law,
which became effeciveJan. 1, should
all ow both parents the chance to hawve
an ecual wolce i frejor decisions concerning
the chuld's health, education and welfare.

The oldlaw recuired that parents agree to
joint custody before it would be awarded.
Tnder the new lawrthis has changed A udge
tay now order joint custody when he or she
feels it 1z in the child sbest interest to do so,
even if the parerts do not agree to the
imposttion of joint custody.  The new law
presumes that mamnmim involvement and
cooperation of both parents recarding the
phsical, mental, merd and emotional well-
being of their childis inthe best interest of the
child Thfortunately, the new law does not
presume that an order awvarding joint custody
1z in the bestinterests of the child

The new joint custody lawris an atternpt to
ensure that the child remain a major part of
both parent”s ves. Bajor decisions regarding
the child should becotne a product of beth
parents’ washes, net just one parent’s.

The bettom lineis an atempt to keep the
child's life as undisturbed as possible after a
divorce.  “When parents can no longer get
deng, joint custody should allow the child's
relatonship wath both parents to reman as
similar as possible to the relationship they
shared priot to a dwvorce. The child needs a
stable relafi onship with both parents, not just
ofe.

There are factors that parents andfor court
should consider when determimng if joint
custody 15 appropt ate

They include:

+  The child's washes.

+  The interrelation of the child to people
who may affect his of her est interest (that
1z, grandparents, siblings, etc.).

+ The residential arcumstances of the
parents wath regardto the child's schoel
and commmunity sothat major adjustments
in the child's daily routine wall be

Tt i Fed.

Aty threat of physical viclence to the

chuld crwitnessed by the child

« Theparents’ aroticnal econormicstability
as well as their ability to cooperate where
the duld's best mtarest is concerned thow
close did the parerts gd to an agreerrent
without ot intervention?.

«  All cther factors relevart to the duld's
best inferest.

In cases where jornt astody 15 at ssue
the new law reqires a Jomnt FParenting
Agrearrant be drafted. Tt 15 generally mn the
best wterest of the duld that the parerts
cooperate to detamine the provisions of a
Joirt Parenting Agpeervent. If, howev e, the
parents  canct  independantly reach an
agreerrert, the oot hasthep owerto enter a
Toirt Parerting Crder.

A Jomt Parentmg Agreerrant or Jord
Pererting Crder shall contain a detailed
explanation of eadhparert’s powers, right and
reponsibilities for the personal care of the
duld  Provisios for majoe dectsions
regardmng the duld, sudh as education, health
care and religious tratring, are also required
Actirre period forreviaw of the termrs of the
agreerrert or order; procedures regarding
changes, disputes and alleged breaches shall
be speafically s& cut in the agreerrat o
arder. Lastly, the duld's physical residence
and a detailed schaduleof tirres the duld will
spend with each parent gt be inchuded.

Bat there 15 no presunption that jourt
austody reans equal parenting time
It rrugt be rerrerrbered 1t 15 the cdhild and bis
crher best interest that sheuld be cortrolling,
A posttve result dhould nahrally flow frorr
e oocpeardion bebween parents in
draftmg a postive agrestrent.

Loyer Jefiery M Levivg oortribudad fo the
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